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The Origin of Gandalf and Josef Madlener
M a n fr e d  Z im m e r m a n
"The o rig in  o f Gandalf?" I hear people a sk , "d o n 't 
we a l l  know th a t  Olór in  came as an em issary from the 
West, to  help the f re e  peoples o f M iddle-earth  in  th e i r  
.strugg le  a g a in s t Sauron and h is m inions, and to  move 
Elves and Men and a l l  l iv in g  th ings o f  good w ill to  
v a lia n t  deeds--0 ló r in ,  who was M ithrandir among the 
E lves, Tharkun to  the Dwarves, in the South Incanus, 
in the North Gandalf? Or in  terms of our primary w orld, 
has i t  not been known fo r  q u ite  some time now th a t  
Gandalf got h is name from the Old Norse dwarf l i s t  of 
the Voluspa and the Snorra Edda ?"
Yes, but there  is  a d i f f e r e n t  aspect to  the s to ry . 
On p .51 o f h is  Tolkien biography, London: Allen and 
Unwin 1977, Humphrey C arpenter s ta te s  th a t  in  1911, 
during a tou r of S w itzerland , "Tolkien bought some 
p ic tu re  p o stca rd s . Among them was a reproduction  o f a 
pa in ting  by a German a r t i s t ,  J.M adelener. I t  is  c a lle d  
Der B erg g e is t, the mountain s p i r i t ,  and i t  shows an 
old man s i t t i n g  on a rock under a pine t r e e .  He has a 
white beard and wears a wide-brimmed hat and a long 
cloak . He is  ta lk in g  to a w hite fawn th a t  is  nuzzling 
his upturned hands, and he has a humorous but com­
passionate  expression ; th e re  is  a glimpse o f rocky 
mountains in  the d is ta n c e . Tolkien preserved th is  
postcard c a re fu lly , and long afterw ards he wrote on 
the paper cover in  which he kept i t :  'O rig in  of 
Gandalf’ ."
Some time ago,  Rhona Beare o f the U niversity  of 
Newcastle, New South Wales, d ire c te d  my a t te n tio n  to  
th is  passage and asked, i f  I could not d iscover more 
about th is  curious postcard  or even g e t hold o f a 
copy. I t  was not too d i f f i c u l t  to  fin d  out th a t  
'J .M adelener' should a c tu a lly  be ‘Jo se f M adlener'.
He was not one of the big names in  a r t ,  but he was 
im portant enough fo r  e n tr ie s  in a r t  re fe ren ce  books 
from the  tw en ties to  the f i f t i e s .  P ain tings of h is  
were sa id  to  be in  several small municipal g a l le r ie s  
in  Southern Germany as well as in a Leipzig museum. 
In q u irie s  th ere  had ra th e r  lim ited  success, but I was 
ab le to  e s ta b lis h  co n tac t w ith the daughter o f the 
a r t i s t ,  Miss J u l ie  Madlener. The fa c ts  of h is  long 
l i f e  were as fo llow s:
Jo se f  Madlener was born 16 April 1881 in  Amen- 
dingen near Memmingen (west o f Munich). He stu d ied  in 
Munich and worked as an i l l u s t r a t o r  fo r  v a rious p e r io ­
d ic a ls ,  newspapers, and m agazines. From i l l u s t r a t i n g  
he l a t e r  changed to  p a in tin g , e sp e c ia lly  ru ra l scenes 
from h is  n a tiv e  area and m otifs from f a iry  t a l e s .  He 
was p a r t ic u la r ly  successfu l w ith h is  Christmas p ic tu re s .  
He died 27 December 1967, never having re a liz e d  h is  con­
tr ib u t io n  to  l i t e r a tu r e .  In 1981 h is  home town Memmin­
gen organised  an e x h ib itio n  o f some o f h is works to 
honour h is  100th b ir th d a y . In h is old age he seems to  
have had q u ite  an im pressive face , i f  we can go by the 
photograph on the f ro n tis p ie c e  o f the  accompanying 
c a ta lo g : i f  h is  eyebrows had been s tic k in g  ou t j u s t  a 
b i t  more, he could h im self have posed fo r  Gandalf.
The su rp r is in g  b i t  o f  inform ation was th a t  Tolkien 
could not have bought a postcard  reproduction  o f Der 
B erggeist during h is Sw itzerland to u r o f 1911, since  
th a t  p ic tu re  was not pain ted  before 1925/26. Miss Mad- 
le n e r—born 1910—m aintains th a t  she can d is t in c t ly
remember her f a th e r  p a in tin g  i t .  My f i r s t  idea on h ea r­
ing th is  was th a t  he had a t  th a t  tim e produced a second 
e d itio n  o f  a work th a t  had a lready  been in  ex is ten ce  
about f i f te e n  y ea rs  e a r l i e r .  This turned out to  be im­
p o ss ib le , to o , f o r  p r io r  to  World War I Madlener had 
been working in  a q u ite  d i f f e r e n t  s ty le .  Miss Madlener 
a lso  s ta te d  th a t  a postcard  version  o f Der B erggeist 
was published in  the  l a te  tw en ties by Ackermann Verlag 
Munchen, in  a fo ld e r  w ith th re e  o r four s im ila r  p ic tu re s  
w ith m otifs drawn from German mythology: a f a i ry  lady 
o f the  woods, a deer ca rry ing  a sh in ing  cross between 
i t s  a n t le r s ,  ‘Rlibezahl'  (a f a i r y - t a l e  c h a ra c te r ) ,  and 
p o ss ib ly  one more.
I subsequently  wrote to  Mr. C arpenter and asked i f  
h is da ting  o f  the  postcard  and connecting i t  w ith the 
to u r o f Sw itzerland was based on p o s it iv e  evidence or 
i f  i t  was an educated guess--w here e lse  should Tolkien 
have-got hold o f a th ing  o f  th a t  so r t?  He to ld  me t h a t ,  
as' f a r  as he r e c a l l s ,  h is  sta tem ent "was based on some 
notes th a t  he (T olkien) wrote on the envelope which con­
ta in s  h is copy o f the  card ; but s in ce  I do not have the  
envelope to  hand, I cannot v e r ify  t h i s ,  and in any case 
he (T .) may well have made a m istake him self" —g e ttin g  
th in g s mixed up decades a f t e r  the  ev en t. Mr. C arpenter 
a lso  fe e ls  th a t  he ought to  have reproduced the  card in 
h is  biography, as he g e ts  "endless in q u ir ie s  from 
Tolkien e n th u s ia s ts  who want to  see a copy, and who 
cannot fin d  any tra c e  o f i t . "
con tin u ed  on p age 24
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T he 1945 C a le n d a r
N o t ic e  t h a t  t h e  " d r e a d f u l  n i g h t f a l l ” ( S h i r e -  
M arch 22) w as m o d ern  M arch 1 4 , a New Moon; t h e  
t h i n  c r e s c e n t  s e t  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  s u n , so  t h a t  
i t  w as a m o o n le s s  n i g h t .
O nce o r  tw ic e  T o lk i e n  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  S h i r e  m o n th  b e g i n s  t e n  d a y s  e a r l i e r  t h a n  
o u r s ;  h e  s a y s  h e  c h o s e  D ecem ber 25 f o r  t h e  s e t ­
t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  Company fro m  R i v e n d e l l  b e c a u s e  
D ecem ber 25 i s  C h r i s tm a s  D ay. H as an y b o d y  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  Q u e s t  i s  f u l f i l l e d  on  
M arch 2 5 , an d  i n  o u r  m odern  C a le n d a r s  M arch  25 
i s  t h e  F e a s t  o f  t h e  A n n u n c ia t io n ?
ITHILDIN
I n  Th e L o rd  o f  t h e  R in g s , t h e  c h a p t e r  d e ­
s c r i b i n g  F r o d o 's  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  W est G a te s  o f  
M o ria  i s  e n t i t l e d  "A J o u r n e y  i n  t h e  D a r k ."  The 
N in e  W a lk e rs  r e a c h e d  t h e  l a k e  o u t s i d e  t h e  g a t e s  
w hen " c o ld  s t a r s  w e re  g l i n t i n g  i n  t h e  sk y  h ig h  
a b o v e  t h e  s u n s e t , " w aded  th r o u g h  a c r e e k  a t  i t s  
n o r t h e r n  en d  a s  " t h e  l a s t  g le a m s  o f  t h e  s u n s e t  
w e re  v e i l e d  i n  c lo u d "  an d  w a lk e d  a m i l e  s o u th ­
w a rd s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  tw o  t a l l  h o l l y  t r e e s  j u s t  
o u t s i d e - t h e  i n v i s i b l e  d o o r s .  G a n d a lf  p a s s e d  
h i s  h a n d s  t o  a n d  f r o  o v e r  t h e  sm o o th  f a c e  o f  
t h e  c l i f f ,  m u t t e r i n g  a s p e l l ,  an d  t h e  w e s t  
d o o r s  o f  M o ria  becam e v i s i b l e .
T he Moon now s h o n e  upon  t h e  g r e y  f a c e  o f  
t h e  r o c k ;  b u t  t h e y  c o u ld  s e e  n o th in g  e l s e  
f o r  a w h i l e .  T h en  s lo w ly  on  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  
w h e re  t h e  w i z a r d 's  h a n d s  h a d  p a s s e d ,  f a i n t  
l i n e s  a p p e a r e d ,  l i k e  s l e n d e r  v e i n s  o f  s i l ­
v e r  r u n n in g  i n  t h e  s t o n e .  A t f i r s t  t h e y  
w e re  no m ore  t h a n  p a l e  g o s s a m e r - th r e a d s ,  
so  f i n e  t h a t  t h e y  o n ly  tw in k le d  f i t f u l l y  
w h e re  t h e  Moon c a u g h t  th e m .
G a n d a l f  e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e y  w e re  "w ro u g h t o f  
i t h i l d i n  t h a t  m i r r o r s  o n ly  s t a r l i g h t  a n d  moon­
l i g h t " .  S in c e  t h e  c l i f f  f a c e s  w e s t ,  a n d  t h e  
Moon i s  s h i n i n g  o n  i t ,  t h e  Moon m u s t h a v e  
p a s s e d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  i t s  jo u r n e y  a n d  was 
b e g in n in g  i t s  d e s c e n t  t o  t h e  w e s t .  Y e t  w hen 
t h e  Company h a s  j o u r n e y e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  M in es a n d  G a n d a lf  p r o p o s e s  a  h a l t ,  
h e  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  Moon h a s  o n ly  j u s t  b e g u n  
i t s  d e s c e n t .  "We h a d  b e t t e r  h a l t  h e r e  f o r  
w h a t i s  l e f t  o f  t h e  n i g h t . . .T h e  l a t e  Moon i s  
r i d i n g  w e s tw a rd  an d  t h e  m i d d l e - n i g h t  h a s  
p a s s e d . "
B a r b a r a  S t r a c h e y  w o rk ed  o u t  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  
t h e  Moon f o r  h e r  J o u r n e y s  o f  F ro d o . Map 18 
show s t h a t  t h e  Moon w as w a n in g  w hen t h e  Com­
p a n y  r e a c h e d  t h e  w e s t  d o o r s  o f  M o r ia .  I t  w as 
J a n u a r y  13 b y  S h i r e  R e c k o n in g , i . e .  A f t e r y u l e  
1 3 , w h ic h  by  t h e  m odern. C a le n d a r  i s  J a n u a r y  4 .  
A w a n in g  Moon r i s e s  a f t e r  s u n s e t  an d  s e t s  
a f t e r  s u n r i s e ;  i t  c o u ld  n o t  p o s s i b l y  s h i n e  on 
t h e  w e s t  d o o r s  o f  M o ria  a n  h o u r  o r  tw o a f t e r  
s u n s e t .  S in c e  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  t h e  Moon f o r  t h e  
y e a r  o f  S a u r o n 's  f a l l  a r e  ( w i th  a  m a rg in  o f  
e r r o r  o f  o n e  d ay ) t h e  sam e a s  t h o s e  o f  1 9 4 5 , 
t h e  y e a r  o f  H i t l e r ' s  f a l l ,  we c a n  u s e  W h it­
a k e r '  s  A lm anac f o r  1945 ( th o u g h  t h e  l a t i t u d e  
i s  w rong) t o  s e e  w hen t h e  Moon r o s e  an d  s e t  
on  J a n u a r y  4 ( A f t e r y u l e  1 3 ) .  I t  r o s e  6^ 
h o u r s  a f t e r  s u n s e t ,  a n d  s e t  3% h o u r s  a f t e r  
s u n r i s e .
I t h i l d i n  r e f l e c t s  s t a r l i g h t  a s  w e l l  a s  moon­
l i g h t ;  b u t  t h e  s t a r l i g h t  w o u ld  h a v e  t o  b e  u n ­
u s u a l l y  b r i g h t  f o r  F ro d o  t o  rem em ber i t  a s  
m o o n l ig h t .  From "T he M i r r o r  o f  G a l a d r i e l "  we 
l e a r n  t h a t  E a r e n d i l  t h e  E v e n in g  S t a r  w as s h i n ­
in g  o n  S o lm a th  14 , w h ic h  b y  o u r  C a le n d a r  i s  
F e b r u a r y  4 .  W h ita k e r  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  V enus w as 
a n  e v e n in g  s t a r  i n  J a n u a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  F e b r u a r y  
o f  1 9 4 5 .
G andalf and Jo se p h  M ad len e r con tinued  f ro m  page 22
I t  now seems c le a r  to  me th a t  Tolkien did not 
see the postcard  on the wrapper of which he l a t e r  
wrote 'O rig in  of G andalf' before the la te  tw en tie s . 
Perhaps he got i t - - o r  the l i t t l e  fo ld e r  Miss Madlener 
re fe rre d  to - -a s  a p resen t from somebody who was to u r­
ing the co n tin en t a t  th a t  tim e. I f  th a t  surmise is  
c o r re c t ,  the  model fo r  the  outward appearance of the 
wizard came before the  p ro fe s s o r 's  eyes a t  about the 
time when he began to  t e l l  h is ch ild ren  the s to r ie s  
th a t  ev en tu a lly  became The H obbit.
But a re  th e re  any copies of the postcard  l e f t  
and, most im portan t, where did the o rig in a l p a in tin g  
g e t to? U nfortunate ly , I was not ab le  to  tra c e  any 
more copies a p a r t from the one among the Tolkien 
papers and one in  the possession o f the a r t i s t ' s  
daughter, w ith which she does not want to p a r t ,  
understandably enough. Where would you look fo r  an 
obscure postcard  reproduction  made h a lf  a century ago? 
The p u b lish e r, Ackermann Verlag Munchen, seems to  be 
no longer in  e x i s t e n c e ~ i t  is  not id e n tic a l with 
to d ay 's  F.A.Ackermanns Kunstverlag in  Munich.
As fo r  the o r ig in a l ,  nobody has the s l ig h te s t  
idea as to  i t s  whereabouts. I t  might have perished 
somewhere in World War I I ,  but on the o th e r hand 
th e re  is  a chance th a t  i t  might b e --o f  a l l  p lace s— 
in America: At the  time when he pain ted  Per B erggeist 
Madlener sold a number of h is  works to  th e  U .S ., fo r  
q u ite  su b s ta n tia l sums. Perhaps i t  fs 'hang ing  on some 
American living-room  wall or catch ing  d ust in some­
o n e 's  a t t i c ,  unhonoured and unrecognized fo r  what 
i t  i s .
So keep your eyes open--you m ight recover a lo s t  
t re a su re . In o rd er th a t  you know what to  look fo r  I 
have provided a rough sk e tch . (The measurements of the 
o rig in a l are  50 by 60 or 70 c e n tim e te rs ) . For the 
lim ited  success of the execution I crave the indulgence 
o f the a r t i s t s  and i l l u s t r a t o r s  among the readers of 
M ythlore.
